Hollis Woman's Club General Meeting Minutes


Wednesday, March 9, 2011





Our President, Krissy Wuerdeman, called the meeting to order at 9:50AM and welcomed members and guests.





Addie Saunders led the recital of the Pledge of Allegiance and the Collect for Women.





Dorothy Pitman reminded members that March is Women’s History Month and information can be obtained on PBS Channel 2 and the computer. 





Krissy gave a brief history of the Hollis Women’s Club established in 1906 and thanked Addie Saunders and Kimber Harmon of the Hospitality Committee for providing the goodies and hosting this month.





Kathi Lewis spoke on the store project and was going to Derry, NH today with donations of clothes for babies born to low income families in NH. Kathy will take donations and come to collect from anyone who has anything.





Krissy told members to look at the secretary’s report on the table for February 9, 2011.





Our Treasurer, Lori Dwyer, read her update outlining the Income and Expenses through 


February 28, 2011.  The report was accepted and filed for audit.





Membership Chair, Ellen Baker, announced and introduced three new members:  Cheryl Quaine, Clarissa London and Joan Prue.  Also, Darcy Hamtin was today’s guest.





Ways and Means:  Jeanne Cleveland updated us all on the third annual yard sale on Saturday, April 9th at the Lawrence Barn from 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM.   Setup will be Friday evening on 


April 8th at 4:00 PM.  Debby Spaulding or Jeanne should be contacted for pickup of items for storage at Lori Dwyer’s home if necessary.  Sixteen of twenty three spaces are presently filled and Jeanne hopes the yard sale will result in a higher profit this year than last year. Also a bake sale might be included and this possibility will be discussed at the Thursday night meeting. Clothing or electronics and furniture will not be accepted for sale.  However, small items such as toasters are fine. Also, pricing of items by volunteers is requested.   Posters are available for members to advertise around town.





Activities:  Diana Kroeger pointed out that the activities for April and May are posted on the website.  She reminded all members to participate in the activities to get acquainted with other people in the club.  Also, Diana spoke on the June 11th bus trip to New York City which is such a fun trip.  The cost is $60 per person and the bus will pick up at exit 6 from the Everett Turnpike. Call Susan Benz for reservations.





Becky Casey spoke about the upcoming trip to the King Arthur Flour Show on May 18th, leaving from the Lawrence Barn at 9:00 AM with lunch at the Norwich Inn and some shopping.  A charge of eight dollars would be needed for food and flour demonstrations.





Becky Casey and Laurie Smith updated the Return to Work Scholarships and working with helpful Committee members, Linda Kemper, Addie Saunders, and Dayna Anderson.  This program is aimed at helping women who are in financial need to attain the training for eligibility to return to work and achieve their goals.  The applications are complete and one $1000 scholarship will be awarded. 





Two scholarships will be awarded to graduating seniors who will be attending a 4 year or vocational/junior college. See Education Chairperson, Audrey Augun, for more information.  April 20th is the application deadline.  Application is posted on www.holliswomansclub.org or copies are located at the H.S. guidance office.





Lori presented the budget for next year and there are increases in spending for scholarships, newsletters, etc. resulting in total outlays going from $8,275 to $9,420.  The budget was proposed and will be voted on at April business meeting.





Ginny Brooks of the Charitable Contributions Committee presented a list of charities today, March 9th, in the total amount of $2,000. At the April meeting the Club will vote on this list which follows in detail:  (1) Andre’s Institute of Art, Brookline, NH - $100, (2) Beaverbrook Association, Hollis, NH - $150 , (3) Boys and Girls Club of Nashua - $200, (4) Girls Inc. of Manchester - $300, (5) Hollis Fire Department - $200, (6) HBHS First Robotics Team “The Force” 1073 - $250, (7) Hollis Social Library - $250, (8) Home Health & Hospice - $250, (9) The Stafford Robotics Group, LTD. Flashpoint Team # 3126, Hollis, NH - $50, and (10) Starlight Children’s Foundation, Derry, NH, - $250.





Other Business and Announcements





Krissy spoke on behalf of the Bylaws Committee consisting of Shawntel Fugate, Julie Forgaard, Kimber Harmon and Mary Lou Ward who were not present that there are some significant changes to our bylaws next year such as getting non-exempt status. She read and explained the proposed and voted changes.  Also, a conflict of interest document has been created.  The Bylaws should be amended only if absolutely necessary.  She asked members to view the bylaw document because the committee performed an overhaul so it presents as an outline of general responsibilities for HWC not detailing procedures of every job or committee.  Getting an application to the State requesting that we become recognized as a non- profit organization has been proposed and these new Bylaws and Article of Agreement are needed to submit our application for a non-profit status.  Voting will take place in April on all of this.  Any questions should be directed to Shawntel Fugate or see the website.





Lori Dwyer, Nominating Chair, pointed out that the operating budget consists of the following: Charitable Donations, $1,400.00; Scholarships, $2,150.00, and Civic Events, $610.50, for a total of $4,160.50.  This is approximately 52% of our operating budget.  Hopefully we can increase this amount to 67% this year by doing the work and giving generously.  Lori spoke of positions that need to be filled which include chairs for Education and Publicity.  Audrey Augun, Education Chairperson, would like to form a committee to update the scholarship application form.  Krissy asked members to recommend anyone they feel would qualify for Publicity or any board position that is vacant.





Kimber Harmon said applications for Club Membership will be coming out in April along with May Luncheon invitations.





Regarding the upcoming Strawberry Festival on June 26th, Krissy mentioned that there is a need for bakers, inside workers and hullers.  Friday, June 24th at 11am Hullers are needed at the Church to clean and hull strawberries.  Bakers can also come and collect their baking ingredients for the shortcakes at the Church on Friday.  Finished shortcakes can be dropped off on Sunday, June 26th at 12:30pm at the Church, Hardy Hall.





Krissy recommended increasing our Charitable fund from $1,500 to $2,000.  First by Addie Saunders, Diana Kroeger seconded it and it passed.





Also, the decision to move $1000.00 from yearly surplus to fund our Return to Work Scholarship was passed, first by Laurie Smith and seconded by Linda Kemper.





Krissy announced that the April 13th meeting will be held at the Lawrence Barn.  The Charity for April is Girls On the Run.  For donations to this cause it was suggested to bring 8"X10" clip boards.





The meeting adjourned at 11:05AM.





Recorded and submitted by Janet Chaney - March 9, 2011
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